


FRAMEWORK FOR REOPENING PENNSYLVANIA'S ECONOMY 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

While extremely painful, the nearly universal closure of Pennsylvania businesses was 
understandable at the time. A shutdown would help to slow the transmission rate of the 
novel coronavirus (COVI D-19 virus) and reduce the risk that some hospitals would become 
overwhelmed with critically ill patients. The good news is the worst is very likely behind us in 
Pennsylvania. On April 16th, Pennsylvania Secretary of Health Dr. Rachel Levine said "we have 
been able to flatten the curve" and "our health care system is staying stable." According to 
the Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation COVID-19 projection model, demand for 
hospital services in Pennsylvania peaked on April 18th, when nearly 40 percent of beds were 
empty and 70 percent of ventilators were unused. 

This week, Pennsylvanians received more encouraging news when the largest health system 
in the commonwealth announced it would resume medically necessary procedures 
unrelated to COVI D-19. This decision shows that health care resources in these areas will not 
be overwhelmed by COVID-19 patients. 

Across the commonwealth, newly reported day-over-day COVID-19 cases began to decline 
two weeks ago (after April 9th) when 1,989 new cases were reported. While day-over-day new 
case reports may show anomalous spikes caused by data reporting delays and localized 
outbreaks in controlled environments, such as nursing homes, a consistent downward trend 
has been underway and identified by experts as an important metric for gauging progress 
against the virus. 

This trend, while encouraging, does not tell the full story. In many Pennsylvania counties, it 
would be difficult to distinguish a reduction in new day-over-day cases because there never 
was a significant COVI D-19 outbreak. Ten counties have fewer than ten cases1

• An additional 
ten have fewer than 20 total cases. Despite each only having one confirmed case of 
COVI D-19, Cameron and Sullivan counties remain governed by the same lockdown rules as 
Philadelphia. 

In some counties, outbreaks in nursing homes represent an outsize share of a county's total 
case count. These heartbreaking outbreaks underscore the need for federal, state, and local 
governments to do everything possible to protect the most vulnerable citizens, such as 
enforcing continued facility lockdowns and prioritizing residents and their caregivers for 
receiving faster test results and supplies of personal protective equipment. However, an 
outbreak at a nursing home means that it is contained; it does not threaten the broader 
community. This must be considered when evaluating the situation of a given county or 
region. For example, in Beaver county, cases of COVI D-19 in nursing homes account for more 
than 60 percent of all confirmed cases. 

1 As of April 22, 2020.
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https://www.pennlive.com/coronavirus/2020/04/is-pennsylvania-hitting-its-coronavirus-peak-watch-live-update-with-state-health-secretary.html
https://inside.upmc.com/upmc-shares-plan-to-test-patients-for-covid-19-and-restore-essential-care/
https://www.phillyvoice.com/covid-19-philly-lab-reports-tests-coronavirus-coronavirus-progress/
https://beavercountian.com/content/special-coverage/reported-beaver-county-covid-19-cases-jump-up-by-100-in-one-day-deaths-up-by-17
https://www.whitehouse.gov/openingamerica/#criteria


https://www.npr.org/2020/04/19/838073229/deaths-of-despair-author-discusses-how-economic-crises-can-worsen-mortality-rate
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/police-see-rise-domestic-violence-calls-amid-coronavirus-lockdown-n1176151
https://time.com/5803887/coronavirus-domestic-violence-victims/


https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-at-higher-risk.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html


https://www.whitehouse.gov/openingamerica/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/openingamerica/






https://www.governor.pa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/20200415-SOH-worker-safety-order.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/businesses-employers.html
\\toome-wsh-fs01\share\HEALTH CARE\covid-19\3.19 draft constituent letter.docx






https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/local/new-york-virus-deaths-top-15k-cuomo-expected-to-detail-plan-to-fight-nursing-home-outbreaks/2386556/
https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/local/new-york-virus-deaths-top-15k-cuomo-expected-to-detail-plan-to-fight-nursing-home-outbreaks/2386556/


https://www.genengnews.com/a-lists/vanquishing-the-virus-160-covid-19-drug-and-vaccine-candidates-in-development/



